AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1-7, cancel claims 8-31, and add new claims 32-48, as 
shown below. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A method for responding to a request to transfer 

2 data between a first virtual machine (VM) in a virtual computer system and a data 

3 storage unit within a multipath data storage system, the method comprising: 

4 determining a plurality of mu l tipath routing i nformation ro l atod to possible 

5 paths over which the data could may be routed; 

6 determining that a failure has occurred that prevents the transfer of data 

7 over a first path of the plurality of possible paths: 

8 determining VM-specific information related to the first VM in tho v i rtua l 

9 computer system ; and 

10 basod on tho mu l tipath routing information and tho VM spoo i f i o 

11 information, dec i ding whothorto routo tho data transfer roquost; and 

12 i f a dec i s i on i s mado to routo tho data transfer roquost, thon, basod on tho 

13 mu l t i path rout i ng i nformat i on and tho VM cpooif i c i nformation, oo l oct i ng a path 

14 ovor which to routo tho data. 

15 in response to the determination that the failure has occurred that 

16 prevents the transfer of data over the first path, suspending the first VM. 

1 2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 . further comprising, in 

2 response to the determination that the failure has occurred that prevents the transfer of 

3 data over the first path, failing over to one or more alternate paths , i n wh i ch tho VM - 

4 spoc i f i c information i ndicatos an amount of disk bandwidth that is allocated to tho VM . 

1 3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 . wherein the data is not 

2 routed to the data storage unit 2. in wh i ch a dec i sion i s mado not to routo tho data 

3 transfer roquost bocauso routing tho data transfor roquost would oauoo tho VM's 

4 a ll ocation of disk bandw i dth to bo exceed e d . 
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1 4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , in which the VM-specific 

2 information indicates the first VM's priority relative to other virtual machines. 

1 5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 4. wherein the first VM is 

2 determined to have a lower priority than one or more other virtual machines 1 , in wh i ch 

3 tho mu l tipath rout i ng informat i on i nd i cates tho ava il ab l e paths over which tho data may 

4 bo routed . 

1 6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 . wherein the first VM is 

2 suspended until the failure is corrected 5, in which th e mu l t i path rout i ng i nformat i on 

3 further indicates a ponding data transfer l oad for each of tho ava il ab l e paths ovor wh i ch 

4 tho data may bo routed . 

1 7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 2. wherein the first VM is 

2 suspended until a failback occurs 1. i n which a load distr i but i on funct i on, basod on tho 

3 mu l t i path rout i ng informat i on and tho VM spocif i c i nformation, i s usod i n so l oct i ng a path 

4 ovor wh i ch to route tho data . 

Claims 8-31 (Cancelled) 

1 32. (New) A method for responding to a request to transfer data between a 

2 first virtual machine (VM) in a virtual computer system and a data storage unit within a 

3 multipath data storage system, the method comprising: 

4 determining a plurality of possible paths over which the data could be 

5 routed; 

6 determining that a failure has occurred that prevents the transfer of data 

7 over a first path of the plurality of possible paths; 

8 determining VM-specific information related to the first VM; and 

9 in response to the determination that the failure has occurred that 

I o prevents the transfer of data over the first path, migrating the first VM to a 

II different physical computer. 
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1 33. (New) The method of claim 32, further comprising, in response to the 

2 determination that the failure has occurred that prevents the transfer of data over the 

3 first path, failing over to one or more alternate paths. 

1 34. (New) The method of claim 32, wherein the data is not routed to the data 

2 storage unit. 

1 35. (New) The method of claim 32, in which the VM-specific information 

2 indicates the first VM's priority relative to other virtual machines. 

1 36. (New) The method of claim 35, wherein the first VM is determined to have 

2 a lower priority than one or more other virtual machines. 

1 37. (New) A computer program embodied in a computer-readable medium, 

2 the computer program being executable in a virtual computer system in support of one 

3 or more virtual machines (VMs), the computer program performing a method for 

4 responding to a request to transfer data between a first VM in the virtual computer 

5 system and a data storage unit within a multipath data storage system, the method 

6 comprising: 

7 determining a plurality of possible paths over which the data could be 

8 routed; 

9 determining that a failure has occurred that prevents the transfer of data 

I o over a first path of the plurality of possible paths; 

II determining VM-specific information related to the first VM in the virtual 

12 computer system; and 

13 in response to the determination that the failure has occurred that 

1 4 prevents the transfer of data over the first path, suspending the first VM. 
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1 38. (New) The computer program of claim 37, wherein the method further 

2 comprises, in response to the determination that the failure has occurred that prevents 

3 the transfer of data over the first path, failing over to one or more alternate paths. 

1 39. (New) The computer program of claim 37, wherein the data is not routed 

2 to the data storage unit. 

1 40. (New) The computer program of claim 37, in which the VM-specific 

2 information indicates the first VM's priority relative to other virtual machines. 

1 41 . (New) The computer program of claim 40, wherein the first VM is 

2 determined to have a lower priority than one or more other virtual machines. 

1 42. (New) The computer program of claim 37, wherein the first VM is 

2 suspended until the failure is corrected. 

1 43. (New) The computer program of claim 38, wherein the first VM is 

2 suspended until a failback occurs. 
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1 44. (New) A computer program embodied in a computer-readable medium, 

2 the computer program being executable in a virtual computer system in support of one 

3 or more virtual machines (VMs), the computer program performing a method for 

4 responding to a request to transfer data between a first VM in the virtual computer 

5 system and a data storage unit within a multipath data storage system, the method 

6 comprising: 

7 determining a plurality of possible paths over which the data could be 

8 routed; 

9 determining that a failure has occurred that prevents the transfer of data 

1 0 over a first path of the plurality of possible paths; 

11 determining VM-specific information related to the first VM; and 

12 in response to the determination that the failure has occurred that 

13 prevents the transfer of data over the first path, migrating the first VM to a 

14 different physical computer. 

1 45. (New) The computer program of claim 44, wherein the method further 

2 comprises, in response to the determination that the failure has occurred that prevents 

3 the transfer of data over the first path, failing over to one or more alternate paths. 

1 46. (New) The computer program of claim 44, wherein the data is not routed 

2 to the data storage unit. 

1 47. (New) The computer program of claim 44, in which the VM-specific 

2 information indicates the first VM's priority relative to other virtual machines. 

1 48. (New) The computer program of claim 47, wherein the first VM is 

2 determined to have a lower priority than one or more other virtual machines. 
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